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Christmas is unavoidable. But if it is going to happen for us, we need to take time. We need to slow

down and do something out of the ordinary, something that has to do with the spiritual meaning of

the feast and the season.Â Reading the Christmas poems ofÂ Seeing HaloesÂ is one way of doing

this. John Shea hopes that each poem strikes a chord and brings us into memories we may have

forgotten and present experiences we may have overlooked. When this happens, the Spirit arrives

to illumine our minds, inspire our wills, and gladden our hearts. Christmas happens.
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"Shea&#39;s gift within these pages allows each of the many characters in the birth narratives in the

gospels of Matthew and Luke to fascinate our imaginations and sooth our faith. Find your most

comfortable chair, allow the music of the season to play in the background, pour yourself some

warm apple cider, and allow Shea&#39;s work to speak to your mind and heart, revealing the joyful

message of Emmanuel, God-with-us."Fr. John Cusick, Archdiocese of Chicago"These wonder-filled

poems dance in my soul, a reminder that the Christmas story always has more to tell us."Sr. Joyce

Rupp, OSM, author of Prayer Seeds

John (Jack) Shea is a consultant with decades of experience in providing theological and formation

services to parishes and faith-based organizations. He has published over twenty books of theology

and spirituality (including Liturgical Pressâ€™s popular Spiritual Wisdom of the Gospels series),



three novels, and three books of poetry. He lectures nationally and internationally on storytelling in

world religions, faith-based health care, contemporary spirituality, and the spirit work movement.

Visit jackshea.org to learn more.Mark McMahon has been documenting people and their

environments nationally and internationally for more than forty years. His on-location works are

included inÂ museums, exhibitions, private and corporate collections.Â He is a second-generation

Chicago artist.
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